
 

CARDIFF COUNCIL       
CYNGOR CAERDYDD      
 
 
STANDARDS & ETHICS COMMITTEE:   23rd  March 2010 
  
 
REPORT OF THE MONITORING OFFICER          AGENDA ITEM: 8 
 
COMPLAINT TO THE ADJUDICATION PANEL 
 
  
 
Purpose of the Report  
 
1. To notify members of the Standards & Ethics Committee of a referral by the 

Public Ombudsman for Wales of a Report concerning the conduct of a 
Councillor of the City & County of Cardiff. 

 
Background 
 
2. A complaint concerning the conduct of Councillor Ralph Cook was sent to the 

Public Ombudsman for Wales in April 2009.  The complaint has been the 
subject of formal investigation and the Council received notification from the 
Public Ombudsman for Wales of their intention to refer the matter to the 
Adjudication Panel on the 24th February 2010.  There was an article in the 
Echo on the 5th March 2010 and the press cutting is attached at Appendix 1..  
The Council has never provided information to the press or any other external 
agency and has maintained confidentiality throughout the intervening period. 

 
Adjudication Panel Referral 
                        
3. The Adjudication Panel now has control of the Report and the conduct of any 

hearing.  They have placed certain information into the public domain and an 
extract from their website is attached at Appendix 2. 

 
The breaches referred to are:- 
 
• Paragraph 4(b) – show respect and consideration for others; 
• Paragraph 4(c) – not use bullying behaviour or harass any person; 
• Paragraph 6(i)(a) – not conduct yourself in a manner which could 

reasonably be regarded as bringing your office or authority into disrepute. 
   
4. No date has yet been allocated for the Adjudication Panel to consider this 

matter.  The Monitoring Officer has spoken to the Clerk to the Panel and been 
advised that it is unlikely to be listed before the end of June 2010.  
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Legal Implications 
 
5. There are none arising from this report. 
  
Financial Implications 
 
6. There are none arising from this report. 
 
Recommendations 
 
7. Members are asked to note this Report and to receive a Report in due course 

concerning the outcome of any deliberations of the Adjudication Panel. 
 
 
 

Kate Berry 
City and County Solicitor & Monitoring Officer 
 
 
 
 
Dated:  12th March 2010 
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